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' PROTESTATION 
OF THE NOBLEMEN, 
BARRONS, GENTLE- 


MEN, BORRO WES, MINI- 
STERS, AND COM MONS; 


Subſcribers of the Confeſſion of 


Faith and Covenant, lately renewed within the 
Kingdome of Scotland, made at the Mercate 
(yoſſe of Edinburgh the 22. of September Imme- 
diatly after the reading of the proclamation, 
dated September g. 

1638. ”_ 
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Printed in the year of God, 1638, 
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The Proteſtation of the Noblemen, 


Barons, Gentlemen, Borrowes, Mi- 
niſters, and Commons , &c. 


—1| FE Noblemen, Ba- 


A | rous, Gentlemen , Burgefſes, 
44 Miniſters, and Commons , 
eb || His Majeſtics truc and lov- 
='1 all Subjects, that wherc 25 
S \f our continuall ' ſupplicati- 
ONs, complaints » articics, 
| and informations preſent. d 
| firſt ro the Lords of His 
— Majeſtics privie Counſcll, 
Nex:, to His ſacred Majeſtic;and laſt from timetotime 
to His Majcſties Commithonar, our long attendance 
and great patience this twelve moneth bygone in wait- 
ing for ſatiſfation of our moſt juſt dcſires, Our zeale 
to remove all rubs out of the way, which were either 
mentioned unto us,or could be conccaved by us;as hin- 
derances of our pious intentions, aiming a! nothing 
but the good of the Kingdome, and preſervation of 
the Kirk, which by conſumption or combuſtion is 
liklie to cxpirc; dclighting to ule no other meanes 
but ſuch as are legall, and bave beene ordinatic'in 
this Kirk, fince the reformation, and labouting ac» 
cording tour power and incereſſe,that all things might 
A 2 - bee 
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o PROTESTATION 
be caried in a peaceable matiner worthie of our Pro- 
feſfion and Covenant, Our Þ roteſtation containing a 
heartic thankſgiving for what his Majeltie in his pro- 

clamation from his juſtice had granted of our juſt de- 
fires; and our Proteſts and hopes for fomuch as was 
not as yet granted, All theſe made us. confidentlie 
ro expe from his Majeſties royall and compaſſi- 
oned diſpoſition towards this his native kingdome, 
that a tree generall aſſemblie, and-parliament ſhould 
have beene indicted, as the ordinare and moſt proper 
remedies of our greevances, and did conſtraine us to 
renew our pctition, carneſtle increating , that His 
Majcſties Commiſſionar, would be pleaſcd to repre. 

ſent unto His Majeſtte the condition of this Kirk and 
kingdome, crying in an extreame cxigencie for preſent 
helpe, with the lawtfulneſle of the remedics preſcrib- 
ed by his Majeſties lawes, required by us, and pre. 
ſented to him in ſome particular articles, which his 
Grace promiſed to recommend to his Maieſtic, and 
to doe his beſt indcavours for obtaining the ſame z 
eſpeciallie the firſt article , that there might bee in- 
digeda full and free genzrall afſemblie , without prc- 
limitation, either in the conſtiturion and members 
thereof, in the order and marner of proceeding, or 
in the matters to be treated : and if there ſhould be 
any queſtion or doubt about one of thcle, or ſuch like 
particulars, that the determination thereof might bee 
remitred to the aflemblie- it ſelf, as the only proper 
and competent judge. And now after ſo many ſu- 
plications, complaints, articles, and informations, af- 
ter our neceſſarie proteſtation, expreſſing the humble 
thankfulneſſe and continued defires of our hearts, af. 
ter ſo long expeRation and ſo much dealing, having 
Hy | with 


SEPTEMBER XXIT, 
with open ears,and attentive mindes heard hisMajeſties 
proclamation, itis our deſire, purpole, and endeyour 
ſo to proceede, thar we may upon the one part ſtill 
be thankfull ro God, and the King,for the leaſt blinke 
of His Majeſties countenance, and the ſmalleſt crumy 
of comfort thar fall unto us from His Majeſties roy- 
all hands, beſecching the Lord, yet further to enlarge 
his Majeſties beart, for our full fatisfation , and re- 
joiceing, rothe honour of God, the good of this kirk 
and kingdome,and his Majelttes never dying tame and 
glorie, that his wiſe govcrnement & zeal to the ſervice 
of God, may be a mcafure and patein of defires to 
all generations heereatter , when they ſhall bee wiſh- 
ing for a rcligious and righteous King. And on the 
other part, that Chriſt our Lord, the King of kings, 
through our neglect or lukewarmneſle, may want no 
p:r: of his Soveraignitie and Dominion z and thar in 
our religion, which is more deare unto us'then cur 
lives, we deceive not our ſelves, with that which can 
not ſatisfie, and make up the breach of this kirk-ard 
kingdome, or-remove our feares, doubrs, and ſafpiri- 
ons, of the innovations -of religion : This hath made 
us to obſerve, and perceave, that his Majeſties procla- 
mation doeth aſcribe all the late diſtractions of this 
Ki k and Common-wealth, to our conceaved feares 
of the innovation of religion and law, as the cauſe 
and occaſion thereof, and not to the innovations them» 
ſelves, with which wce have beene for a long time, 
and eſpecially of late heavily preſſed ane grieved , as 
if the cauſe were rather in apprehenſion and tancie, 
then in realitie and ſubſtance. That the ſervice book 
and book of Canons are nor ſo far diſcharged by thig 
proclamation, as they-have beene urged by preceed- - 
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ing proclamations; for this proclamation onely dil. 
chatgeth the praQice of them, and reſciads the ates 
made tor eſtabliſhing thcir practiſe, but docth not 
rcſcinde the tormer proclamations, namely that of the 
19, of Februar, at $iz{ing, and that of the fourth of 
Julic at Edinburgh, whichgive an high approbation to 
tielc books, as fit meancs ro maintaine religion, and 
to beate dowae all ſuperſtition, and withall, declares 
his Majelties purpoſc, to bring them into this kirk in 
a fair and legall way; and thus both our feares , thar 
they may be, introduced hcereafrer, muſt ſtill remaine, 
and the libercic of the gencrall Afemblic, by fuch'a 
declaration of his Majcltics judgement, is not a little 
prejudged, in the mindes of [o many as wiſely confi- 
der, and compare the preceeding proclamations wich 
this which we now hear, although others who looking 
upon one ſtep, and not upon the whole progrelle, 
run on raſhly, and neither conlidering what ihcy are 
doing, nor with whom they arc dealing,may bee caiily 
deceived, £uj pauca videt, cito judicat,. a ſhoit tight 
maketh a ſuddaine judgement. | 
That it is declared in this proclamation, that His 
Majcſtic neither intcendeth to innovate any thing in 
religion or laws, or to admit of any change or alte- 
ration in the true rcligion alreadiceſtablithed and pro- 
felled in this kingdome: and withall., this is 1mterpo- 
ſed, that the articles of Tearth are eſtabliſhed by the 
acts of parliament, and generall aſlemblie, and difpen- 
ſation of the practice only granted;, and diſcharge gi- 
ven, that no perſon be urged with zhg practice there- 
of; and conſequerily, His Majelties-intention- tor the 
ſtanding of the acts ofthe Aſſemblie and Parliament, 


2ppointing the articles of Pearth , is manifelt , which 
is no 
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SEPTEMBER XX11, | 
is no ſmall prejudice to the freedome of the generall” 
Aſſcmblie, T hat wiit!c the Proclemartion ordaineth 
all his Majeſtics ſub:cf's to bcc ly:ble to the troll 
and cenſure of the Jucicatorics cen potent, arg 1:7 
none of them fhall uſc any unimircd and unwarrin- 
red power ; like wiſc that no other oath bee admini- 
ſtred ro Miniſters at their cntrie, then that which 1s 
conreined in the Ac of Parliament, in both thcſe 
artictes the biſhops arc mcanced , who are only there- 
by for the preſent curbed, againft rheir exorbitancic 
and enormitics, in cxcrcing their office; but rhe office 
of biſhops is thcreby not only prefuppoled as irque- 
ſtionable, bur atfo- fo ſtrongly eſtabliſhed, that His 
Maieſtie declarcth for the preſent his imentzon , to 
admit no innovation therein, which is more cvtdent . 
by the indiftion of the Parliament, warning al! pre- 
lats to bee preſent,as having voice and place in Par- 
liament: and by the indiction of the affemblic, wor: 
ning all achbilhops and biſhops (for ſo are thcir di- 
verſe degrees and offices Eccleſiaſtical! here dcfjgned 
and ſuppoſed) to bee prefent; as having place and 
voice in the Aſſemblic, contrare to' the caveats, a&ts 
of the Kirk, and our deelinatorzand thus a third and 
great limitation is put upon the generall Aſſcemblic, 
The Proclamation by re-ſon of theſe many rea!l !i. 
mitations, and preiudiccs of the libertic of the AC. 
ſemblie in the very points , which have wrought fo 
much woe and diſturbance in this Kirk and Kiro- 
dome, and wherein the libertic cf the Afemblic 15 
moſt uſefull and neccſſarie at this time, can neither 
fatisfie our grievances and complaints, nor remove 
our feares and doubts, nor can not withour protc- - 
ſtation bee admitted by us his Maicftics ſubic&s, who 
earneſtly , 


TROTESTATION 
earneſtly deſirc that Vructh and Peace may bee eſta. 
bliſhed, and thar for the reaſons following, 


1, TO. keepe fitlence in any thing, that may ſerve 
for the good of the Kirk, whether it bee in 
preaching, prayer, or in propoling, and voiceing in a 
lawfull Afſemblie of the Kirk, is againſt the word of 
God, Eſai. 62. 6. Tee that are the Lords remembrance. 
ers , keepe not ſilence, and give him no reſt, till he eſta. 
bliſh, and till hee make Jeruſalem a praiſe in the earth: 
1 King. 18, 2t. Like the halting of the people be- 
rweene two opinions, and their notanſwering a word, 
when the LORD called them to give a teſtimonie; 
CAT. 20. 20, T1 have keeped backe nothing that was 
profitable unto you : And againe, 1 Coy. 12. 7. Math. 
I5. 18, Rem.'1. 18. Revel. 2.14,20. and 3. 15, and 
cherefore to kcepe filence, or not to medle with cor- 
ruptions, whether in doctrine, ſacraments, worſhip, 
or diſciplines in a generall Aſſemblie of the Kirk, con- 
veened. for that end, were the readie way to move 
the Lord to deny his Spirit unto us, and ro provoke 
him to wrath againſt our proccedings, and might be 
imputed unto us for preiudice, for colluſion, and'for 
betraying our ſelves, and the poſteritie. | 
2. This predetermination is againſt our ſupplicas 
tions, and proteſtations , wherein wee have ſhowne 
our ſelves ſo earneſt for a free generall Aſſemblie, 
contrare to every limitation of this kinde, ſo far pre- 
judging the libertic thereof, is againſt the Confeſſion 
of Faith, regiſtrated in the Parliament x5 67, deClar- 
ing, that one cauſe of the councels of the Kirk is for 
good policie and order to bee obſerved in the, Kirk, 
and for .to change ſuch things as men have deviſed, 
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when they rather foſter ſuperſtition then edifie the 
Kirk, ufing the fame, and is againſt our late Con- 
fcffion, wherein wee have promiſed to forbeare all 
novations till they bee tryed, which obligeth us ro 
torcbearc now, and to trye them in an Aſſembly & 
by all lawfull meancs to labour to recover the for- 
mer puritie and libertic of the Golpell ro which this 
limitation isdiretly repugnant , our libertic in age. 
nerall aſſembly þccing the principail of all lawtull 
meanes ſerving to that end. 

2, This were diretly contraric' to the nature and 
ends ofa generall aſſembly , which having authority 
fiom GOD, becing convecned according to the 
lawes of the Kingdome, and receiving power from 
the whole colle&ive bodic of the Kirk, for the good 
of Religion, and ſafety of the Kirke, What-ſo-ever 


» maye conduce for thele good ends in wiledome and 


modeſtie ſhould bee proponed, examined, and de- 
termined without Prelimitation , cither of the mat- 
ters to be treated, or of the libertie of the members 
thereof, Ir beeing manifeſt, that as farre as the aſ- 
ſembly is limited in the matters to bee treated, and 
in the members to bee uſed, the neceſlarie ends of 
the Aſſembly, and the ſupreme Law, which is the 
ſafetic of the Kirk, arc as farre hindered , and pre- 
Judged. 

This limitation is againſt the Diſcipline of the Kirk, 
which, booke 2.chap. 7. declarcth this to be one of 
her liberties , That the Aſſembly hath power to ab- 
rogatc and aboliſh all Statuts and ordinances concer- 
ning cccleſiaſticall matters that are found noylome and 
unprofitable and agree not with rhe time , or areah. 
uſed by the people, andagainit == acts of the gene. 

T1] 
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rall aſſembly. Like as the pretended Aſſembly 1610. 
declareth for the comman affaires of the Kirke (with- 
out cxceptionor limitation ) it is ncceſſarc that there 
bee yearcly generall Aſſemblics, And what order can 
bee hoped tor heere-after if this aſſembly indicted 
aftcrſolong intermiſſion, and ſo many groſle corrup- 
tions bee limited, and that more than ever any law- 


full Aſſembly of the Kirk was, when it was yeare- 


ly obſcrvcd. 
5. It s ordained in Parl, 11. aft 40, K, James 
6. ancnt the neceſſare and lawfull forme of all Par- 
liameats that nothing ſhall bee done, or command- 
cd to bee done, which maye directly or indirectly 
prejudge the libertie of free voycing or reaſoning 
of the Eſtates, or any ofthem in rime comming . 
It is allo appointed. jn ,Parl. 6: af 92. K. Ilames 6. 
that the Lordes of Counſell and Seſſion procced in 
all civill cauſes intended or depending before them, 
or to becintendcd,to. cauſe execute their decrees not- 
withſtandingany private wryting, charge , or com- 
mand in the contrarc,and gencrally by the acts of Par- 
lament appointing cvcrie matter for its owne judi- 
catoric, and to all judicatorics their ownc freedome, 
And therctore much more doeth this libertic belong 
tothe ſupreme judicatorie cccleſiaſtick in matters ſo 
important as concerneth G O D'S honour and wor- 
ſhip immediatly,the ſalvation ofthe peoples Soules& 
right conſtitution of the Kirk whole libertics & pri. 
ledges are confirmed Parl. 12. XK. Iames. 6.Parl. rt. 
K.Charles .forit it be carefully provided by diverſe 
As of Parliament, eſpecially Parl. 12. act 148. 
K. Janies 6, Thatthcre bee no forſtalling or regrat- 
ing of thinges pertaining to this natyrall life: rot 
" 
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SEPTEMBER XXI!. 
ſhall bee choughtr of this ſpirituall forſtalling and re- 
grating which tendeth to the famiſhing or poyſoning 
of the ſoules of the pzople both now and in the 
generations afterward, 

6. It were contrareto our Proteſtations,proceedings 
and complaints againſt the late innovations. And 
it might bee accompred an innovation and uſurpation 
as groſle and dangerous tb us, and the poſtcritie, and 
as prejudiciell ro Religion as any complained upon 
by us, to admirt limitations, and fccrer or open de- 
terminations, which bclongeth to no perſon or judi- 
catoric, but to an Aſembly , Or to cenſent to, and 

approve by our filence the ſume pradcterminations Ir 
wcre to be guiltie of that our ſelves, which we codemne 
in others Wee mayecaſilye judge how the Apoſtles 


. before the Counſell of 1eruſalem, the Fatheys bee 


fore the Nicene Councell , and our Predeceſlors be, 
forcthe aſſembly; holden ar the Reformation, and atf- 
tcrwards would have taken ſuch dealing. 

That this Proclamation commandcth all his Ma- 
jelties SubjeRts for maintenance of rhe Rcligion al. 
ready eſtabliſhed to ſubſcribe an renew the Confeſe 
ſion of Faith ſubſcribed before inthe yeere 1580 and 
afterward. And reqyreth the Lords of privieg,Coun- 
{c]l ro take ſuch courle anent the ſawe, and the ge- 
nerall Band of Maintenatce of the true Religion, and 
tic Kings perſon, thatit may bee ſubſcribed, and re- 
newed throughour the whole Kingdome with all poſ 
lif}ctlilivence , which cannot now be performed by 
iS For although of late wee would have beene 
©1:d that our fclves and other his Majeſties Subjects 
hd becne commandef1 by authori:ic to ſweare; and 
ſub{rive rhe gcnerall Confeſſion of Faith 2gainſt Pos 
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piſh errous, and ſuperſtitions: and. now would bee 
glad that all others ſhould joyne with us in our lateCo- 
wenant and Confeſſion, deſcending more ſpecially to 
the novations and errours of the time, and obliging 
us to the defence of Religion, & of the Kings Majc- 
ſties perſon , and authoritic, and for thele endes to 
the mutuall defence everie one of us of another, Yer 
can wee not nowe after ſo neceſſarie .' and lo ſo. 
lemne a ſpecification returne to the generall for the 
rcaſons following. | 

1. No mcanes have beene left unaſſayed againſt 
our late Confeſſion of Faith and Covenant io ſolemnely 
ſworne and ſubſcribed. For firſt wee were preſt 
with the rendering and reſcinding of our Covenant. 
Next an alteration in ſome ſubſtantiall pointes was 
urged, 2, a Declaration was motioned, which tended 
to the cnervation thereof, and now wee finde in the 
ſame ſtraine , that wee areput to a new tryall, and 
the laſt mcane is uſed more ſubtile than the former: 
That by this new ſubſcription our late Covenant, & 
Confcſkon maye bce quite ablorbed 2nd buried in 
oblivion, that where it was intended and Iworne to 
bee an cvcrlaſting Covenant never to bee forgorten, 
it ſhall bee never more remembErcd , the one ſhall 
beecrycd up, and the other drowned in the noyle 
thereof, And thus the new ſubſcription now urgcd 
(although in a Cifferent waye ) ſhall prove equiva- 
lent to the rendering of the Covenant, or whar of 
that kinde hath bctvre beene aſſayed. Likets the 
reaſons 2gainſt the rendering of the Covenant, doc 
militate dirc Ely 2gainſt this new motion, 

3, If weſhould now enter upen this new Subſcri- 
Ption, wee would thinke our {clves guiltic of mock- 


ng 
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ing God, and taking his Name in vaine, for thetears: 
that began to be poured forth at the ſolemnizingofrhe 
Covenant arc notyet dryed up & wyped away,& the 
joytull noyſe which thenbegan to ſound hath nor yer 
ccaſed, and there can beeno new neceſſitic from us, 
and upon our = pretended for a ground of ur- 
ging this new ſubſcription, at firſt intended ro bear: 
abjuration of Popcry upon us who are knowne to hate 
popcrie with an unfained hatred, and have all this. 
yeere bygone given large teſtimonte-of our zeale az 

gainſtir. As weeare not to multiply miracles ups. 

Gods part, ſo ought wee-not to multiplic ſolemne 
oathes and Covenants upon our part, and thus to- 
play with oathes, as children doe with their toyes, 


withont neccſhitte. | 8 


3. Neither woald wee ingiving way to this new 
ſubſcription think our , ſelves tree of perjurie: for as 
wee were driven by an undeclinable neceſlitic to en. 
ter intoa mutuall Covenant, ſo are wee-bound, nor 
onely by the law of GOD and nature, bur by or 
ſolemne oath and ſubſcription, againſt all diviſive 
motions to promove and obſerve the {ame withour 
violation: and it is moſt manifeſt , that having al- 
ready refuſed ro render , alter, or deſtroyc our Co- 
venant, nothing can bee more contrarie and adverſe 
to our pious intentions and ſincere reſolutions , than: 
ro con{cnt to ſuch aſubſcription and oath, as both 
inthe intention of the urgers ,and 11 the nature and 
condition of the matter utged, is the readie waye 
to extinguiſh, 2nd to drowne in oblivion the Band 
of our unionand conjnn&tion that they bee ho more 
remetabred.In this.caſe we are called to lay ſeriouſly 
to our hcarts. 1, That wee have {worne that wee 


ſhall 
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ſhall neither direRly, nor iudircRly ſuffer our ſelves 
ro bee divided and with-drawn2 from this bleſſed 8& 
loyall conjunCion, which conſiſteth nor only in che 
generall Confeſſion bur alſo in our explanation,and 
application thereof, bur on the contrarie , ſhall by 
all lawfuli meanes, labour to further and promoye 
the ſame, 2. Thar our union and conjunRtion may 
bee obſtrved without violation, ( and ſo withour 
mutilation of our application ) wee call' the living 
LORD to witneſſe, as wee ſhall anſiwere to Chriſt 
in the great Day, &c. 

4. This new ſubſcription, in ſtead of performing 
our vowes, would be a. reall reſtimonie and confeſh- 
on before the World, That wee have beene tran(- 
greſſours in making raſh vowes, that wee repent our 
ſelves of former {zeale and fordwardneſle againſt the 
particulars expreſt firſt in our Supplicarions, Com. 
plaints, and Proteſtarions,6& next abjured in our Co- 
venant, that wee in our iudgment prefer the general 
Confeſſion unto this,which neceſlarly was now made 
more ſpeciall; & that we are now undcr the fair pre- 


textand honeſt coyer of a new oath recanting and . 


undoing that, which upon fo mature deliberation 
wee haye beene doing before, This beſide all other 
evills, were to make waye and opena doore to the 
re-entry of the particulars abjured, and to repent 
our ſclves of our chictcſt conlolations, and to lic 
both acg2int God and our owne foulcs. 

5. Ic hath bcene often objected, that onr Confe/t- 
on of faith, and Covenayt was unlawfull, becauſe 
it wanted the warrants of pablick authorice, and ir 
hath beene anſw-rea by us, that wee were not de. 
ſtiruceof the warrant civill and eccleſtiſticall which 
au- 
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SEPTEMBER, XXIL. 
authorized the former Covenant. And although 
wee could have wiſhed that his Majeſtic had ad- 
ded both his ſubſcription and authoricic unto it, 
yet the Icſſe conſtraint from auchorive and the 
more libertic, the lefſe hypocrifte, and more fin- 
ccritic hath appcared: But by thisnew ſubſcription 
urged by authoritie wee both condemane our former 
ſubſcription as-unlawfull. becayſe allcadgcd to bee 
done without authoritic, and precondemne allo the 
Iykelaudable courſe in the like neceſiitie to bee taken 
by the poſteritic, | | 

6. Whatis theufe of merch. ſtones upon borders af 
Latids, the like 'tife hath Confeſſions of Faith in the 
Kirke, Todifterininate and divide betwixt Tructh and 
crrour: and the renewing and applying of Confeſſions of 
Faith tothe preſent errours and corruptions, are nut 
nnlike ryding of merches And therfore ro content our 
ſelves with thcgenerall,and ro returneto it, from the 
particulare application of the Confeſſion neceſlarlye 
made upon the invaſion or creeping in of errours with- 
in thc bonduny of the Kirke, if it bee not & removeing 
of the merch ſtone from the owne place, Irtisar leaſt 
the hyding of the merch in the ground that it bee not 
ſcene, whichatthis time were verie unſcaſonable for 
ewo cauſes, Oneis, becauſe Popcric is [o pregrant, 
and powerfull in this land, as wee have Icarned of lare 

The other, becauſe the Papiſts who upon ric ar. 
ging of the Service booke, and Canons, have prelumed 
of onr returne to Rome, will upon this our lubſcription 
aryſe from theur diſfparcing of us, unto their woonted 
preſumption. None of us will denye, but the large 
Confeſſionn of” Faith regiſtrated inthe Acts of Parlia- 
ment, doeth by conſequence containe this ſhort con- 


PROTEST AT ION. 
fcſſi>nand abjuration: Yet were irnotſuſhicient againt 
Poperye to ſubſcribe the one withourthe other. how 
then ſhall wee thinke that the more generall Conieſhon 
and abjurationat this time, waen the urging of ſuch 
Popiſh books hath cxtorted from us ſo neceſſariean ap- 
plication, and doth (till call fora teſtimonic, to bee 
complect eneugh withour it. 

7, Thc Papilts ſhall hecreby bee occaſioned tore- 
new their old objeAion againſt us, Annu & men. 


ſtruas fides de Deo decernunt. That our Faith chang- 


cthwith the Moone, or once in the yeere. Other re- 
formed Kirkes might juſtly wonder at our inconſtancie 
in changing our Confeſſioz without any reall neceſſitie, 
& that in one & the ſame yere it commeth forth larger, 
& more particulare,then ſhorter,and more generall:and 
our Adverſaries will not faile to traduce us as troublers 
of the peace of the Kirke and Kingdome without anye 
neceſſar cauſe. 

$. Irwill likewiſe prove aconfirmation of their cr- 
rour, whothink they maye both ſubſcribe the Confeſ- 
fion of Faith, and receiverhe Service booke, and Ca- 
n0as, which is notonely adired {candaling of them, 
Þutalſo a readie wayc to put a weapon in their 
handsagainſt our ſelves, who m:intaine and profeſle 
that theſe and ſuch other cvills arc abjured inthe Con- 
felſion of Faith. | 

9. Ttwceſhould now ({weare this Conſcſſion wee 
ſhould bee obliged by our oathto maintaine Perth ar- 
ticles, which arerhe innovations alrcady introduced 
inthe worſhipot God, and to maintaine Epiſcopacie, 
with thecivill places, and power of Kirkmen, Becauſe 
wecare bound ro fweare this Confeſſion by vertue of 
and conformeuntorhe Kings command ſigned by his 
tacred Majeſtic of the date September 9. 1638, 
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( Theſe are- the very words ſubjoiged to the Con" 
feſſion and Band, and prefies to A Subleriions 

and it cannot, bee denycd}, but any oath mini 
- unto us, muſt -cither bee refuſed; or elſe taken ac- 
cording to theknown minde, profeſſed intentions and 
expreſle command of Authoritie urging the fame: And 


It is moſt manifeſt, that His Majeſtics minde intenti> - 


on, and Commanderment , is no other, but rhat the 
Confcflion bee fworne, for the maintenance of reli- 
gion, as it is alrcadie or preſently profeſſed, (theſe 


to being coincident, alrogether 'one and the ſame, 


' not only in our common forme of ſpeaking, bur in 
all His Maieſties proclamations ) arid thus as it in- 
 cludeth, and contcineth within the compaſle there- 
of , the foreſaids novations and Epiſcopacie, which 
under that name were alſo ratified, in'the firſt Parli- 
ament holden by his Maieftie. And where it may be 
objected, that the Counſellours have ſubſcribed the 
Confeſſion of Faith, as it was profefſed x580. and 
will not urge theSubſcription in an other ſenſe upon 
the Subjets, We anſwere ,* Firſt, the AR of Coun- 
{cll containing that declararion, is not as yer publ:ſh- 
ed by Proclamation, Secondly, if it were ſo pu. 
bliſhed, it behavved of neceffirie either be repugnant 
to His Majeſties, declared Judgement and Command, 
which is more nor to ſweare without warrand from 
Authoritie (a fault although unjuſtly often objeRed 
unto us) or elſe wee' muſt affirme the Religion ia 
, the yeare 1580. and ar this'tjme to'bee —— 
one and the ſame; ahd thus'mut acknowledge, that 
there is no noyation of Religion, which were a for» 
mall conttadiion'torhar weave ſworn. 3. By * ap» 
Frpving da emomay = 'anent the Oath-to/be 


miniſtratek — 
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miniſtred to Miniſters, according to the AR of Par- 
pete wi is to ſweare ſimple obedience to the 
Dioccſan Pillipp, and by warning all Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops to bee preſent; as having voice and place 
in the Aſlemblie: They ſceme to determine, that in 
their Judgement the Confeſhon of- Faith, as it was 
profeſſed: 580. docth conſiſt with Epilcopacie-where- 
as Wee by our oath have referred the tiyall of this 
or any other queſtion of that kinde to the general 
Aſſemblic and Parliament. 

19, This Subſcription agd oath in the minde and 
intention of aychorive, and conſequently in out [wear- 
ing thereof, may conſiſt with the corruptions gf the 
Service book and Canons, which wee have abjured 
as other heads: of Popcric: For both this preſcrit pro- 
clamation, and his Majcſties former proclamations ar 
Linl.thgow, Striveling, Edinburgh; The Lords of pri- 
vie Counſcll in their approbation of the ſame; and 
the prelatcs. and doftors who ſtand for the Scrvice 
book and Canons, Docall ſpeake plainly, or import 
ſo mych, That theſe bookes are not repugnant to the 
Con*-flion of Faith; and that. the introduceirg of 
them is no novation of religion or law : And there- 


"fore wee mult cither retuſc, tg ſublc;yibe now, or we 


muſt confefle contratic ro gur late Oath, and to a 
cleare Tructh ,, that the Scrvice booke and Canons 
are no innovations in Religion, And, although the 
preſent bookes bee diſcharged by proclamation, yet 
if wee ſhall by any. decd at. our owne teſtific, that 
they may conſilt. with, our Confeſſign of Faith, with- 
in a very ſhort time, cither the ſame books, orſume 
other lite unto them, with ſome ſmall change, may 


- 


bee. obraded upon us.» who. by Our aura 
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S EPTEMB3ER XZ1h .. 
(if wee adhere unto it) have fred both our ſelves; 
and the poſteritie of all ſuch corruptions, and have 
laide a faire foundation for the pure worſhip of God 
in all time coming, - | i Wes 

11. Although there be indeed no ſubſtahtiall dif- 
ference betweene that which Wee have ſubſcribed, 
and the Confeſsion ſubſcribed 1585. more then there 
is berweene that which is hid, and that which is re- 
vealed. . A march ſtone hid in the and uns 
covered, betwixt the hand cloſed and open, betwixt 

a ſword {cheathed and drawn ,or berwixt the large 
Confcſſon, regiſtrat in the Acts of Parkament, and 
the ſhort Confeſſion, or (if we may with reverence 
aſcend yet higher) berweene the Old Teſtament and 
the New, yet as to ſcheath-our ſword when it ſhould 
bee drawne, were imprudencie; or at the coammand- 
ment of Princes, profeſledly popiſh in their domini- 
ons, after the Subjes had ſubſcribed both Confel. 
ſions, to ſubſcribe the firſt without the ſecond or at 
the will of a Jewiſh M-giltrate, openly denying the 
New Leſtameat, to ſubſcribe che 01d alone, after that 
they have ſubſcribed both, were horrible impietie againſt 
God, and treacherie againſt che Tructh: Right ſo , 
for Us to ſubſcribe the former a-part , as it 15 now 
urged and framed, without the explanation and ap- 
plication thereof at this time, when ours is rcjc&ed; 
and the ſubſcribers of the former refuſe ro ſubſcribe 
ours, 2s comainirg ſomething ſubſtantially different, 
and wige the former upon us, as diffcrent from ours, 
and not exprelsing the ſpeciall abjuration of the cvils, 
ſupplia#ted' againlt by us, were nottung elſe , bur to 

deny and part from our formex.lablcxipeiog, if nor 

farmally ; yet interpretatively. Old Eleazar, Who 
C 2 would 


PROTEST ATION 
would not Teeme to cat forbidden meat, and the Con- 
feſſors and Martyres of old, who would not ſcemeby 
delivering ſome of their papers, to render the Bible, 
or to deny the Trueth, may teach us our ductic in 
this caſe, although our lives were in hazard for re- 
fuſing this Subſcription : And who knoweth, but the 
LORD; may bee calling His people now, who have 
proceeded ſo fatre in profefsing His Trueth art this 
time , to fuch Trials and Confelſsions,, as His 
faithfull Witneſſes have given of old ; that in this 
poue alſo our doing may beea document both tothe 

ccceding ages, and to other Kirks to. whom for the 
preſent wee are made a ſpectacle, 

12. If any bee fo forgetfull of his oath -(which 
God forbid ) as to ſubſcribe this Confeclsion, as it is 
now urged, he doeth according to the proclamation 
acquieſce in this declaration. of his Majeſties will , 
_ doeth accept of ſuch a pardon as hath nced to 
bee ratified in parliament, And thus docth turn our 


glorie unto. ſhame, by confeſsing our guilrineſſe , 


where God from Heaven hath made us guiltlelſe, 
and by the fire of His Spirir from Heaverr hath ac- 
cepted of our ſervice, And doeth depart from the 
commandement of God, the praQtiſe of the Godly 
in former times, and: the worthie and laudable ex- 
ample. of our worthic and religious progenitours, in 
obedience whereof, and conforme to which Wee 
made profeſsion to ſubſcribe: for there is no particular 
A required of us, to whom the pardon 1s preſen- 
ted in this 
allanerlie. Sn 9 
13s The gencrall band now urged to be ſubſcri- 


dedpes teconmlneth many clanſesnotſo inring the yoo- , 


proclamation , but this new. Subſcription 
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SEPTEMBER NXXIL 
ſent time as that. wherein it was ſubſcribed, ſo is it- 
deficient in a point, at this time moſt neceſlarie , Of 
the a prion oup lives , that we ſhall anſwerablie 
to our profeſſion, be examples to others, of all Godlineſſe, 
ſoberneſſe and. righteouſne/ſe and of every duetie wee cw 
to GOD and man; without which we can not now {ub- 
ſcribe this Confeſſion, leaſt we /ooſe the bands to wicked- 
ne(ſe, ſceme to repent of our former reſolutions and pro. 
miſes , and choſe to have our portion with hypocrites , 
profe/ſing and ſweareing that we know GOD, but in our 
workes denying him, being abominable, diſobedient, and 
unto every good worke reprobate. | 

14. Sincethe narrative of the generall band is now 
changed, and fome lines, exprefling at length the Pa- 
piſts, and their adherentstobe the partie from whom 
the danger<o religion , and the Kings Majeſtie- was 


* threarned, are left out, and no deſignation made of 


the partie from whom the danger is nowthreatred, We 
are made either to thinke, that our ſubſcriptionat this 
time is unneceflarie; or-to ſtſpeR that we who. have 
ſupplicated and entered in Covenant, are underſtood 
to be the partie; eſpecially ſince the Lords of Coun-- 
ſell have in the a@ September 22, ratifiing the P ro- 
clamation, found themſelves bound to uſe their beſt 
endeavours, that all his Majceſties good Subjefts ma 
reſt ſatisfied with his Majefties declaration, ſince alſo 
w. have beene ( although undeſervedly challenged of 
diſorders, diſtraQions ,” and dangers to religion, and 
his Majefties authoritie, and fince in the forſaid a 
and in the miſhve directed to his Majeſtie, the Lords of 
Councell offer their lives, and fortunes to his Majeſtic , 
in repreſsing all ſuch, as ſhall hereafter | rn ro dil- 
wrbe the peace of this Kirk and Kingdome, which 
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being expreſſed in a generalitie is by many applyed 
to us and interpreted ot our adhereing to our ee 
nanc; We ſhould therefore, by our ſubſcription of 
the Covenant, as it is naw conceaved, both do di- 
-retly againlt our owne mindes, in condemning our 
ſelves, wherein we are innocent, and ſhould conſent 
to our owne hur: to the ſuppreſſing of the cauſe which 
we maintaine, and to the repreſsing mutually one of 
us of another, directly contrare, to our former lolemne 
oath and ſubſcription. 

15. The Subſcribing of this Confeſsion by the 
Lords of his Majelties privic Counſell, who by their 
place and high employment are publicke Pcace-ma- 
kers, and by others who have not ſubſcribed the lace 
Confeſſion will make the breach wider, and the lumen- 
table diviſion of this Kuk more deſperate then ever 
before; ſome havcing ſworne to labour by all lawfull 
meanes to recover the former libertie, and pariticof re. 
ligion ; and orhers m1intaining that for puritic, which 
is already cſtabliſhd, ſoine belicving and protelsing 
that the evils ſupplicared againſt, are abjurcd in that 
Confeſſion of Faith; and others m1inrainiag the Con- 
feffion of Faith , and theſe corruptions ( alchough for 
the preſent diſcharged by auchority ) not to be in- 
conliſtent: and belidethis many diviſions and ſubdi- 
viſions will enſue to the dulctull renting of theKirk 
and Kingdome, makeing way for the wrath and ma- 
ny iudgements of God often threatned by his fairh- 
full! ſervants, which all the Godly ought to labour 
by all means to- prevent. 

16, Wee repreſent alſo to the honourable Loxds 
of privic ceunſcll to bee conſidered, That the Do- 


-Gvinez Diſcipline, and Vſe of Sacraments are {worn ? 
an 
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and the contrare. abjurcd, according to the Word of 
God, and the meaning of the Kirk of Scorland, inthe 
books of Diſcipline, ard Acts of Aficemblics, And 


that in the Oath there is no place lefr to the gencra- * 


lity of any mans conception of the true Faith and Re- 
ligion, nor to ary privite interpretations or mentall 
reſervation. 

For theſe and thc like conſiderations , In ou* 
own name,and in nzme of all who will adhcre to the 
late Covenant, ſublcribed by us, ard ſealed irgm Hcea- 
ven, We trom cur cductic to God, our King, our na- 
tive countreyy our {clycs, and the poſtcriticy leaſt our 
ſilgnce import a ſatisfaction of our deſires, and a ſtop- 
ping of our mcuth, frcm neceflarie ſupplication tor 
things yet to tee obtcined from His Mazjelties juſt 
ar.d gracious ditpoſition, arc conſtrained to declarc and 
proteſt, Fuſt, That the cauſe and occation of the 
diſtra&tions of the Kitck and commonwealth, are no 
wiycs to be imputed unto us, or our ncedlefſe feats, 
but to the innovations and conuptiens of Religion, 
which againſt the :@s and order of this kirk, and the 
l:wes of the kingdome- have becne preſſed upon us 


the people of GOD, and his Majcſtics loyall SubjcRtsz ,. 
w bo, although undcr great thialcome,, were living 


in peace and quietncfle, labouring in all godlincle 
and boneſtie to do our ducty to Gd and man, Se- 
condly, We proteſt, that all queſtions and doubtcs 
that ariſe, concerning the freedeme of the Aſſemble 
whether in the conſtitution, and mcmt ers thereof, or 
In the matters to bee trezicd, or in the manner and 
order of proceeding, be remitted ro the determina- 
tion of the afſemblic it ſelfe, as the only proper and 
competent iudge; And that it fall be lawtull for 
| | Us, LOIDg 
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'vs, being authorized with lawfull commiſſions, as at 
other times when the urgenr- neceſſitie of the Kirk 
ihall require, ſo in this exigence to aſſemble our ſelves 
at the diet appointed, notwitltanding any impediment 
or prorogation to the contrare, And being afſem- 
bled, againſt all qualifications and predetetminations, 
or preſuppoſ.ls.ro propone, trear, reaſon, vote, and 
conclude, according tothe Word of God, Coafcſſion 
of Faith, and at of lawfull Aſſemblies, in all Eccleſi- 
aſticall matters;perteining to che aſſemblie,and tending 
to the advaricemene of the Kingdome of Chriſt and 
good of Religion. | 
Thirdly, fnce Archbifhops and Biſhops have no 
warrand for their office in this Kirk, ſince it is con- 
erare both to reaſon and to the Actes of the Kirk, 
' that any have place and voice in the Afſemblic,who 
are not authorized with lawfull commiſſions : And 
ſceing both in commoun equitie , and by the tenor 
of this Proclamation they are made lyable to the 
etryall and cenſure of the Aſſemblic, Wee proteſt, 
that they bee not preſcat, as having place or voice 
in the Afſemblic, but as r#/ to compeere, for under- 
lying tryall and cenſure upon the generall complaints 
alreadie made; and the partiular accuſarions' to bee 
_— in againſt chem; And that the warning given 
y His Majeſties Proclamation, and this our Prote- 
ſarion, bee a ſufficient citation to them, to compeer 
© before the Afſemblie, for their tryall , and cenſure 
In life, office, and bencfice, E741 
' Fourthly, We ſolemnly proteſt, that We do con- 
Nantly adhere to 'our Oath and Subfcription of the 
© Canfefsion of Faith and Covenatit, lately rehewed 
-arrl, approven, with rare and undenyable ig 
tr 2. 'fromt 
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SEPTEMBER XXII. _ 
from heaven, of the wonderfull workeings of his Spis 
rit, in the hearts both of P aſtors and peoples through 
all the parts of rhe kingdome» And. that we ſtand 
to all parts and clauſes thereof, and particularly to . 
the explanation and application, containing bath our 
abjuration of, and our uniog againſt the particular 
cyils and corruptions of the time, a: duety which the 
Lord at this time eſpecially craveth at our bands, 

Fitthly, Wealſo Proteſt, that none of us who have 
Subſcribed, and doe adhere ro our Subſcription of 
the late Covenant, be charged, or urged, either to 
procure the ſubſcriptions of others or co ſabſcribe cur 
ſelves unto any other Confeſsion or Covenant, can- 
teining any derogation there unto, eſpecially that men. 
tioned in the Proclamation, without the - neceſſary 
explanation and the application thereof alrcadic {worn 
by us for the reaſons above expreſſed : And becaulc, 
as we dig in our former Proteſtarion appeale fron 
the Lords of His Majeſties Counſell, ſo doe we now 
by theſe renew our ſolemne appeale, with all ſolem- 
nities requifite unto rhe next free. generall Aſſcmblic 
and Parltament, as the only ſupreatne nationall Judi- 
catories competent, to codes of nationall cauſcs- and 
proceedings. | | 

Sixthly , Wee P roteſt, That na ſubſcription, whe- 
ther by the Lords of Caunlell or others, of the: Con- 
felsion, mentioned in the. Proclamation , and enjoin» 
ed for the mainrenande of religion, ag it js-now. al- 
readie z/ ar at-thus preſent time eſtabliſhed and -pr9y; 
teflcd within this Kimgdome, without any, innagy p10n 
af religiotv or Law, be.any manner af way prejudici- 
all © our Coveram,,. where we: have fparne tv fary 
beers thi.pretiife of Monetinhs| olrendio ineace Drs 
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Till they be tryed in a free <Affemblie , And to labour 
by all lawfull meanes, to recover the puritie and libcrtie 
of the Goſpell as it was eftibliſhed and profeſſed before 
the foreJaid innevations: And in like manner tharno 
ſubſcription forlaid be any derogation to- the true and 
found meaning of our worthie predecelſours art the 
time of their Subſcription inthe ycar 158+. and af- 
terward. Withall waincing and cxhor:ing all men 
who lay to heart the cauſe ot religion againſt rhe 
coruptions of the time and the preſent cſtate of things, 
both ro ſubſcribe the Covenant as it hath been cx- 
plained, and neceſlarely applied, and as they lovethe 
uritie and libertic of the Goſpel} ro hold back their 
ds from all-other Covenants, till the Aſſemblie. 
now indiQed be conveined, and determine the preſent 
diff.rences and diviſions, and. preſerve this courrey 
from contrarie oaihcs., 

Seventhly , As his Majeſlics royall clemgncy ap-- 
peareth ; In forgiving and forgetting what his Ma- 
jeſtie conceaverh ro-he a diſorder or done amitle, Ir 
the proceeding of any 5 Soare we very:confidenrof 
tits Majeſties approbation tothe integritic of our hearts, 
and peaccableneſſe of our wayes, and actions all this 
time paſt - And therefore» We Proteſt 5 that we. 
ſtill adhere to our formercamplaints,}Praceſtations, 
tawfull meetings, proceedings, mutuall defences, &c. 
All which-as they have beene in- themſelves lawfull, 
fo were they to us, preſſed with ſo many grievances 
it his -Majeſties abſence from-this native Kingdome: 
moſt neceſſarie , and -ought'to be regarded: as good 
offices; and pertinent duties of faithtull Chriſtians 
loyall » and ſenſible members of this Kirk. 
2nd Common-wealth , As wee: truſt at all ocoa- 
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ſons to make manifeſt to all good men, eſpecially 

to his ſacred Majcliie for whoſe long and proſperous 
oyernment,that we may live a peacal leard quicte life 

in all Godlncfle and Homflie , We earneſtly pray. 


Hereupon a Noble Earle , James Earle of 
eMontroje, &c. in name of the Noble men , 
Maſter <Alexandey Gib/ox, younger, of Durie, 


in name of the Baronsz George Porterfield Merchant | 


Burges of G/aſzow, in name of the Borrowes, Maſter 
Harte Rollogue Miniſtcr , at Edinburgh, in name of 
the Miniſters, and Maſter <Archbald Johnſton, reader 
heereof , in name of all who adhere to the Confeſ}- 
on. of Faith and (Covenant, lately renewed within this 
Kingdome , tooke inſtruments in the hands of three 

Not ars preſent, at theſaid mercat crofle of Edinburgh , 
being invironed with grear numbers of the forfaid 
—— Gentlemen, Borrower, eMiniſters and 
Commons, betore many hundrcd witneſſes, and craved 
the extra thercot : And in token of their ducrifull 
reſpe& to his Majeſtie, confidence of the equitie of 
their cauſe, antrinnocencie of their carriage and hope 
of his Majeſtics gratious acceptance, they offred in 
all humilitie with {ubmuſle reverence a copie thereof 
to the Heranld. 
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